this, the highest office of our Society. It is a task I accept with an awareness of the debt and the duty I owe to those who held it before. I must say I approach it with some sense of awe which only escapes being foreboding because of the confidence I feel in my colleagues in the Board, the International Committee and indeed in the membership at large.
We are still a young Society, but we steadily grow in strength as each Triennium passes. I had the honour to read to you the Report of the Retiring President and that document is a record of solid achievement and progress. Our membership steadily increases, our National Member Societies thrive, and we manage to involve more and more individual members in our activities. It surely must be an auspicious start to this Triennium to be able to report, as I do with pleasure, the formation of a new National Member Society in the People's Republic of China. As our influence spreads, so do we satisfy the aims of our Constitution.
Happily new faces appear in our Board and in our committees. Sadly old friends disappear. It is impossible to mention every name, but it would be remiss not to refer to our sadness at the passing of our friend and Founding Secretary/ Treasurer, Wilfred Kragstiup, such a short time ago. We remember all of them. I am also able to report that the Executive Board has accepted a gracious offer from the Blatchford family to honour the memory of a respected Fellow, Brian Blatchford, by the institution of a Brian Blatchford prize for innovation in prosthetics and orthotics to be awarded at each World Congress and generously funded by the family.
We may look forward to the next Triennium with confidence, but with a strong awareness of the tasks which face us. In still closer collaboration with the International Agencies we will strive to raise standards of training of professionals and treatment of patients. We will seek ways of widening our input in the developing world, both to Government and to the individual worker. We will coordinate and initiate activities over a wide spread of areas already formulated and approved by the Executive Board. We will seek new initiatives in areas of need.
Clearly we already have, here in Copenhagen, a most successful Congress in every sensescientific and social. We owe our thanks to our Secretary General, Steen Jensen, and his small group of dedicated workers. We are sure an equally successful event awaits us in Japan. I urge you to support our Japanese friends, responding to their requests and most of all by your presence in Kobe. There is a danger in an event such as this of giving the same message to the same people many times. I will not fall into that trap. I referred to the tasks which face us. They are all within our capability because of the human resource we have available. The strength of our Society is the membership. It is my hope that the work of this Triennium will proceed with the widest involvement of the Board, the International Committee and you the members.
